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Jayant Patil in ED office for
9 hrs over laundering case

VijayV.Singh@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: NCP’s state presi-
dent Jayant Patil spent around
nine hours on Monday in the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
office after being summoned
inamoney laundering case co-
nnected to Infrastructure Lea-
sing & Financial Services Ltd
(IL&FS) Group companies.

ED is investigating if Patil
helped IL&FS get government
contracts in lieu of illegal mo-
netary gain through subsidia-
ry companies, It is alleged that
the “monetary gain” which
amounted to “proceeds of cri-
me” was routed through ban-
king channels and cash to Pa-
til's aides. ED decided to re-
cord Patil’s statement to ascer-
tain the details.

When the media asked Pa-
tilabout the allegation of rece-
iving money from a subcont-
ractor of IL&FS, he said, “It’s
wrong information and I was
not asked (by ED) about any
money-related details. I am
again saying I never had any
connection with IL&FS or its
group companies.”

On Monday morning, mo-
re than one thousand NCP
workers gathered at Ballard
Estate area of south Mumbai
outside the party office. Patil
arrived at the NCP office aro-
und 1lam and after spending
some time with party workers
walked to the ED office located
100 metres away.

Around 300 policemen we-
re deployed to control the
crowds and they barricaded
the road. Policemen asked
NCP supporters to remain
confined to their party office
premises but they sat in pro-
testontheroad till Patil was al-
lowed to go. The supporters

kept raising slogans such as
“ED government” which were
heard at the ED office. One of
the supporters, Raja Bhau Jad-
hav, said, “He (Patil) called one
of our party leaders from the
ED office to ask us to maintain
calm. Why the ED israisingan
over two-decade-old issue
now? It's just harassment.”
Another party supporter,
Amit Shirsonkar, said, “He
(Patil) is a clean leader so he
dares to face investigation.
Those who were corrupt alrea-
dy left the party and joined the
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ved from IL&FS to Patil’s close
aides. There isnoclarity about
the nature of the contract
IL&FS received from the go-
vernment with the help of Pa-
til when he was a minister.

Earlier; the ED had sear-
ched Patil’s aides’ premises
along with the subcontractor
involved in the transaction
and had recorded their state-
ments along with others.

On May 10, ED issued its
first summons to Patil for his
statement in the case, justafter

searching offices of two audit
Imtiyaz Shaikh

ruling party.”

Patil who arrived at the ED
office around noon left after
the questioning around 9pm.

Patil later told the media
that he answered all questions
putforth by ED. “Ifinished rea-
dinghalf of abookatthe ED of-
fice,” hesaid.

It is alleged that IL&FS
Group received a government
contract to build infrastructu-
re facilities which it subcont-
racted to another private com-
pany. The private company pa-
id part of the payment it recei-

firms, Deloitte Haskins & Sells
LLP and BSR & Associates
(KPMG). It was alleged the au-
ditor firms deliberately and
knowingly did not report the
true state of affairs of the
IL&FS companies and helped
in ever-greening of loans,
which caused losses to the cre-
ditors who had invested in the
non-convertible debentures of
thegroup. Thereisnoclarity if
searches at the auditors pre-
mises in connection with the
IL&FS companies were linked
toalleged proceeds of crime.
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