O Hinhustan Times

Tue, 07 Apr 2026; daily - Hindustan Times - Mumbai;
Size: 107 sq. cm.; Circulation: 625000; Page: 3
Copyright © 2026 Hindustan Times, All rights reserved.

Pod taxi to cater to 17%
of BKC trafficc MMRDA

Shashank Rao

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: India’s first pod taxi
service at the Bandra Kurla
Complex (BKC) will cater to
more than 100,000 commuters
per day by 2031, the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Develop-
ment Authority (MMRDA) said
on Monday, a day ahead of the
project’s foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony.

Daily ridership on the Auto-
mated Rapid Transport System
(ARTS), popularly known as
pod taxi, will surge to 112,000 by
2041, catering to more than 17%
of those visiting the business
district, the development
authority said citing an internal
assessment report.

Presently, daily footfall at the
business district ranges
400,000-600,000, including
200,000-400,000 daily office-
goers and visitors. More than
20,000 cars enter the district
every day, alongside streams of
autorickshaws plying on shared
basis from Bandra and Kurla
railway stations, leading to
heavy congestion during peak
hours.

“The pod taxi will transform
the BKC from a traffic bottle-
neck into a global model for
smart, eco-friendly transit,” an
MMRDA official told HT,
requesting anonymity.

According to officials from
the MMRDA, the pod taxi
project will be implemented in
two phases.

“The first phase of the pod
taxi service will integrate with
Metro Line-3 at the BKC station

BKC transit to get easier
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How pod taxis will work
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and IL&FS stations,” the official
quoted earlier said. “Once it is
operational, visitors will no
longer need to bring their vehi-
cles or wait for errant auto rick-
shaws.”

Each battery-powered, driv-
erless pod would carry six pas-
sengers and travel along a dedi-
cated guideway at a maximum
speed of 40 km/hour, with fares
starting at 221 per km. Unlike
buses, the pods would operate

on a demand-responsive model
at a gap of merely 15 seconds,
and save on journey time by not
halting at unnecessary stops,
officials said.

“Pods will proceed directly to
the stations selected by passen-
gers,” the official said.

The service would be man-
aged from a central control
room and supported by a dedi-
cated maintenance depot on a
railway plot in Bandra East, offi-
cials said.
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